
Syosset Middle Schools Online Learning Q&A 
 
 
Many thanks to our parents and students who have asked thoughtful questions. Here are 

some answers from Mr. Bonanno and Ms. Burget: 
 
1. Will this online learning platform be in real time, i.e. teacher and students online at the 
same time?  Or pre-recorded video / assignment based? 
 

● As Dr. Rogers’ email reinforces, learning opportunities will be teacher-directed and 
we should expect unique experiences.  Teachers are welcomed, but not required, to 
use Google Meet for real-time meetings with students.  Middle schools are currently 
surveying teacher interest and will develop schedules that avoid overlapping 
“classes.” Google Meet allows for face-to-face communication and typed chat.  

● The main platform for online teacher-student communication will continue to be 
Google Classroom, which contains a “private message” feature that allows teachers 
to provide individual feedback to students.  

● Some teachers may incorporate into their lessons pre-recorded videos from 
resources such as Khan Academy, EdPuzzle, TedTalk, RedInk, etc. when they feel 
that it is an effective way to convey information.   

2. Will there be a set schedule for conducting online classes? 

● Any Google Meets that take place will be scheduled.  Other work can be completed 
in the assigned time according to students’ personal schedules.  

● Teachers will clearly convey to students when assignments need to be turned in 
order to help students manage their time. 

3. How can parents support “Learning from Home?” 

● Try establishing  a routine.  It may take a few tries to get it right.  Posting a visible 
daily or weekly calendar may help.  

● Remember unique learning and work styles. Some children may want to complete 
assignments and check each Google Classroom in the order that they have classes 
each day. Other children may prefer to work in blocks of time and then take mental 
breaks.  

● Create a place free from distraction at home, if possible, for your children to “do 
school.” 

● Scavenge the house for helpful supplies such as pens and pencils, post-its, and 
folders. 

4. How will you address the needs of students who are visual learners? 



 
● Teachers know their learners well by this time in the year and will plan to their 

strengths and differentiate as usual.  Digital tools actually make accomplishing this 
more flexible in many ways.  

 
5. What do they plan to do for hands-on learning stuff like Earth Science labs?  
 

● In Earth Science more than any other lab science, many labs can be completed at 
home.  Teachers will send more information via Google Classroom.  
 
 

6. There are subjects that are more critical. Also there are subjects that are harder to 
conduct virtually. Are we going to group some periods and concentrate on fewer subjects? 
Will core classes be the only classes included?  Is there a plan for the continuation of the 
specials classes, i.e. Art, Music, FCS, etc.? 
 

● Our goal is for all teachers of every subject to find ways to be connected and 
consistent in their work with kids within their subject areas. 

 
7. Will tests / quizzes be utilized during this time? 

● Teachers will provide ongoing feedback to students and will use assessment tools 
as needed to both gauge individual student progress and see how lessons are 
working as a whole.  We will continue to discuss formal testing, but students should 
expect assessments, as they are crucial to teachers discovering what students know 
and what they still need to learn.  Each teacher will determine timing and student 
readiness for assessment in their classes.  

8. How often would the students have homework?  
 

● Traditional homework is not something most teachers are planning on assigning. 
However, students may be expected to read a book, magazine, or an article for a 
class and then respond to a prompt. Also, some teachers may assign practice 
questions or an assignment that they can utilize to check for understanding. Some 
assignments / activities that students work on when not engaging with the teacher 
may be assigned to promote student interaction online.  

 
9. Could the teachers make lesson plans accessible online? So parents could easily follow 
and access how the students are doing with the lessons? 
 



● Our best advice is to ask your students to show you what’s happening in each of 
their Google Classrooms.  Each teacher is available via email for questions. 

● Google Slides provided by teachers will help parents understand the lesson and 
expectations. 

 
10. Is there an attendance protocol? 
 

● Student participation in learning from home is expected.  If students are not keeping 
up, teachers will follow usual procedures to reach out to parents first, along with 
school counselors and grade-level administrators as needed to ensure ongoing 
participation in learning.  

 
11. How will you address needs of students who require extra assistance, i.e. Resource 
Room / Math Lab / Reading Lab?  Students with IEP's? 

● Thank you to Dr. Rogers for addressing this in his email, and for Syosset SEPTA for 
highlighting his statement in their email communication.  

● All scheduled lab classes will “take place” through Google Classroom.  
● We will continue to brainstorm and implement the supportive structures that are the 

hallmark of both middle schools. 

12.  What will be in place for kids that are trying to disrupt online learning? 
 

● The usual!  Students are expected to be positive contributors to their online learning 
communities.  There is no time like the present to review our Anti-Bullying Policy 
found here https://www.syossetschools.org/domain/133 and our Code of Character, 
Conduct, and Support found here https://www.syossetschools.org/domain/286. 
Students are already aware that their Chrome activity is monitored from 7AM to 4PM 
daily, and teachers monitor Google Classroom.  Counselors are available to help 
mediate any student conflict and our administrative team will address any 
disciplinary concerns.  

 
13. Is there any thought to how kids will be prepared for Regents exams? 
 

● All Regents classes at the middle school will follow Syosset’s curriculum, which 
includes test readiness.  We will monitor any additional information from the NYS 
Education Department closely.  

 
14.  My child left binders etc. in his/her locker.  May we come to school to pick them up? 

● Not at this time. Teachers will make adjustments based on what students have at 
home. 



 
 

15. My child is feeling anxious and alone, what can I do? 
 

● Parents are encouraged to reach out to support staff via email if they have concerns or 
would like to have the support staff reach out to individual students. Support for social 
and emotional well-being is a part of the services available to all children at this time. We 
can reach out individually via email or phone as needed to support students and 
families.  

● Our school mental health professionals are skilled practitioners who have many 
strategies to help our students cope in troubled times, including the Covid-19 pandemic.  

● We will provide every resource we possibly can, however we urge you to contact 911 in 
the event of a mental health emergency. 

 
 
 


